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Lost Freight café expansion 

The owners of the Lost Freight temporary shipping container café at the Springs have lodged 

a Development Application (DA) with the Hobart City Council (HCC) for adding a second 

container as an extension to their existing container. The DA was approved by the HCC 

Planning Committee on 20 January 2020, and awaits consideration by full Council on 

Tuesday 28 January.  

The TNPA did not lodge a representation regarding the DA because we had not realised this 

DA was available for comment. In fact, the HCC did not receive any representations. The 

representation period was from 13 – 30 December 2019. In the TNPA’s view the Visitation & 

Recreation Strategy, the Springs Master Plan 

review and the Halls Saddle (possible 

alternative site to Springs for a visitor 

centre, report due February 2020) site 

investigation ought to be finalised before 

further ad hoc infrastructure proposals for 

Springs are approved. The reason: these will 

hopefully provide gold standard planning 

guidelines for the Springs. 

If this DA is approved, the second container 

will go behind and right next to the existing 

café and, sadly, this will involve the removal 

of three yellow gums and may impact the 

health of other yellow gums nearby. 

It is noteworthy that the placement of the 

existing container did not require the 

removal of any trees or other vegetation 

and that was noted as a positive in the 

original DA. 

 

Photo (right): The proposed location of the 

second shipping container. 



 

Nevertheless, the TNPA wishes Lost Café owner Megan Spillane and her staff members well 

for the future. We know that the second container will provide a much needed 

fridge/freezer and additional shelving. The demand for food at the café in peak holiday 

periods is very high. We have recently seen the many boxes of gourmet pies sitting on the 

benches in the café just after delivery. 

Zig Zag track repairs 

The Zig Zag track has been closed 

on weekdays for repair works since 

early January 2020 and will reopen 

after 14 February 2020. 

The rationale for this work was that 

the track had been damaged by the 

inundation event on the night of 

May 10, 2018 (236 mm of rain was 

recorded at the kunanyi Pinnacle; 

the highest ever recorded) and 

monies for repair were obtained by the HCC from the National Disaster & Recovery 

Arrangement. To the best of TNPA’s knowledge only a few metres of this track was 

damaged by the rains. 

Some of the track work has been completed over a short section adjacent to  the Pinnacle & 

Organ Pipes tracks junction. The stone work looks natural, in keeping with the character of 

the track and likely in accordance with heritage guidelines.  The TNPA was hoping that the 

track would not be ‘sanitised’ by being made into an over-the top stone staircase, and, so 

far, so good.  

Fern Tree Park area 

The Fern Glade quarry car park is currently closed for upgrading and Fern Tree Park is now 

open after refurbishment which included installation of new playground equipment, the 

building of a modern toilet block, including wheelchair accessible toilets, and modern 

barbeque facilities. The removal of two old stringybark trees (Eucalyptus delegatensis, both 

over 25m in height) has given the site a bare feeling, but this was recommended by an 

arborist as part of the planning process. A farewell to the trees was held in February last 

year, facilitated by local indigenous woman Kris Schaffer and other Fern Tree residents. 

  



 

Photo (right): the old eucalypts, now 

gone, Fern Tree Park 

Unfortunately, although the new 

toilet is wheelchair accessible, it 

would likely be impossible for most 

wheelchair bound individuals to 

access the Fern Tree Park picnic area.  

The new path near the church is very 

steep. The idea of providing universal 

or disabilities access was considered 

during the planning process but 

rejected as too costly because of the 

topography of the site. 

A safe roadside footpath, which will 

utilize vehicle bollards, linking Fern 

Tree Park to Fern Glade quarry car park has not yet been constructed.  

A Huon Road speed limit lower than 60km per hour has not yet been put in place. 

Pinnacle Road safety/congestion issues 

Thanks are due to the Lord Mayor, Anna Reynolds, for reminding the HCC’s Parks & 

Recreation committee in November last year about the possibility of prohibiting access to 

Pinnacle Road to large buses (at the moment 57 seater buses are permitted) and other 

oversized vehicles. 

At the meeting, the HCC’s Director of City Amenity reported that past safety audits had not 

recommended any restrictions, but that a new safety risk assessment has been sought.  

The TNPA hopes that this is being done as a matter of high priority. 


