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DRAFT NATURE CONSERVATION (WILDLIFE) REGULATIONS 2021 

NATURE CONSERVATION (DEER FARMING) REGULATIONS 2021 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the review of the Wildlife and Deer Farming 
Regulations. The Tasmanian National Parks Association (TNPA), as an advocate for the long-
term conservation of Tasmania’s national parks and reserves, recognises that feral deer 
(Dama dama), are a significant threat to the natural and cultural values of these valuable 
protected areas. Accordingly, this submission will focus on the status of feral deer in the 
wildlife regulations. 

The TNPA has previously commented in 2020 on DPIPWE’s Tasmanian Wild Fallow Deer 
Management Plan and recommended that the “partly protected “status of wild fallow deer 
should be rescinded. This change would greatly assist the Parks and Wildlife Service to 
appropriately eradicate deer from national parks and other conservation reserves and prevent 
the spread of deer into further areas. https://tnpa.org.au/wild-fallow-deer-management-plan/ 

There is broad support for managing feral deer as a pest species. 

 The Invasive Species Council has recently proposed a control strategy for feral deer in 
Tasmania. A key element of the plan is removal of the partially protected status of feral 
deer under the current wildlife regulations. https://invasives.org.au/publications/feral-
deer-control-a-strategy-for-tasmania/ 

 The Senate Environment and Communications Reference Committee’s 2021 report on 
the impact of feral deer, pigs, and goats in Australia, recommends changing the 
regulatory framework for feral deer, by removing any protected status and declaring it 
an environmental pest species.  
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_an
d_Communications/FeralDeerPigGoat2019/Report 

 The National Feral Deer Action Plan, https://feraldeerplan.org.au/the-challenge/ 
recognises the environmental, economic and biosecurity risk of inappropriately 
managed feral deer. The protection afforded by Tasmania’s current Wildlife (General 
and Deer farming) Regulations 2010 contributes to the feral deer population doubling 
at least every 15 years.  

The conservation outcomes of Tasmania’s national parks and conservation reserves are also 
at risk if other species of feral deer are allowed to enter the state. Accordingly, the TNPA 
strongly recommends that all deer species should be managed as pest animals under the 
Tasmanian Biosecurity Act 2019 and prescribed as restricted animals in the Nature 
Conservation (Wildlife) regulations 2021. 
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In addition, the TNPA supports better regulation of deer farms via the Nature Conservation 
(Deer Farming) Regulations 2021, to prevent escapes. The TNPA also recommends 
disallowing the establishment of new deer farms outside the “traditional deer range”. 

The current Wildlife (General and Deer Farming) Regulations 2010 are inconsistent with the 
objectives of other legislation such as the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 
2002, Nature Conservation Act 2002, and the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995. With 
such contradictory legislative and regulatory frameworks, it is difficult to meet these 
conservation objectives. Conservation of valuable habitat, protection of threatened vegetation 
communities, preservation of water quality and protection and rehabilitation of reserves is 
difficult if feral deer’s partially protected status remains.   

The failure to treat feral deer as a pest species will make it difficult for Tasmania to meet its 
obligations under the Commonwealth’s Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999. Similarly, the protection of Aboriginal Cultural heritage requires more 
proactive and appropriate management of feral deer. International treaties such as the 
UNESCO World Heritage Convention and the RAMSAR convention also place obligations on 
Tasmania to protect natural, cultural and environmental values from damage by feral deer.  

Thank you for the opportunity to lodge a submission to the Wildlife Regulations Review. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

Nicholas Sawyer, President, TNPA 


