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Annual Report 2021-22 

The TNPA continues to be the main public voice on management issues relating to 

Tasmania’s conservation reserves. The main issues that have concerned the TNPA 

during the 2021 – 2022 financial year have included: 

Public engagement & education 

 Ongoing use of social media and regular issues of the Buttongrass Bulletin. 

 As of 6 October 2022, our emails go to 490 people and our Facebook page 
has 3412 followers. Both are significant increases from 12 months ago, 
especially Facebook. 

 Regular updating of the TNPA website. 

 Publication of the biannual TNPA News. 

Collaborative management 

 Liaise with representatives of other key Tasmanian environmental 
organisations on an “as needs” basis. 

 Regular discussions with other NPAs via membership of the National Parks of 
Australia Council (NPAC). 

Environmental review and advocacy 

 TNPA was one of the parties in the planning appeal relating to the proposed 
tourism development on Halls Island in Lake Malbena by Wild Drake Pty Ltd 
which commenced in 2019 and concluded when Wild Drake withdrew its 
appeal on 15 December 2021. This means that the proposal has no current 
approvals under Tasmanian legislation and there are no current applications 
for such approval, although Wild Drake does have a current commercial lease 
on Halls Island. Wild Drake is still seeking approval for its proposed 
development under the [Commonwealth] Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999 (EPBC Act). 

 In July 2021 the TNPA met with Jackie Petrusma, Minister for Parks in the 
recently re-elected Gutwein Liberal Government and with Bastian Seidel MLC 
– Labor Shadow Minister for Parks and the Environment (Seidel resigned 
from the Labor Caucus soon after this). The TNPA subsequently met with the 
replacement Labor Shadow Minister for Parks, Sarah Lovell. 

 In July 2021 the TNPA was one of the speakers at a public briefing on the 
draft decision of the World Heritage Committee that tourism developments in 
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the TWWHA need to be paused until a proper assessment of Aboriginal 
cultural values is completed. 

 In September 2021 then Parks Minister Jacquie Petrusma announced that 
aspects of the PWS’ Reserve Activity Assessment (RAA) process would be 
enshrined in legislation, something that the TNPA has been urging for many 
years. However the devil is likely to be in the detail. The proposed legislative 
changes will require careful scrutiny. 

 The TNPA has continued to raise concerns with Hobart City Council over the 
‘Riding the Mountain’ Mountain Bike Plan for the kunanyi/Mt Wellington 
foothills. The TNPA supports the concept of providing some improved facilities 
for local mountain bikers on the lower slopes of kunanyi but expects the 
proposed tracks to represent a considered compromise between the needs of 
mountain bikers, the needs of other users, and the cumulative impacts on the 
natural and cultural values of kunanyi. 

 In December 2021 the TNPA commented on the State government’s Draft 
Deer Management Plan. The TNPA’s principal concern is that the plan 
continues to treat deer as a resource for hunting, not as a feral species 
requiring control. It does not adequately address the expansion of this 
invasive species into Tasmania’s national parks and protected areas. 

 In January 2022 a nationwide survey of 1,122 adult Australians, conducted by 
pollster Lonergan for the National Parks Australia Council (TNPA is a 
member) found that an overwhelming majority (87%) of respondents support 
the traditional rationale for national parks as places to enjoy nature and that 
78% oppose development in parks and protected areas. 

 The TNPA was a co-signatory to a letter compiled by The Wilderness Society 
and sent to the World Heritage Committee, pointing out that the Tasmanian 
government is not honouring its commitment to give national park status to all 
FPPFL (Future Potential Production Forest Land) within the TWWHA. This is 
in contravention of a March 2016 undertaking made by the Government 
following the visit by the Reactive Monitoring Mission (sent by the World 
Heritage Committee to Tasmania in November 2015). Some of this land has 
been incorporated into the Mole Creek Karst National Park but most has been 
given lesser conservation status or remains unreserved. 

 In March 2022 the TNPA made a submission on the Draft Lower Gordon 
River Recreation Zone Plan. 

 In April 2022 TNPA President Nick Sawyer spoke at a rally organised by the 
Freycinet Action Network at the site of the proposed Visitor Gateway (which 
includes an extensive car park) on the approaches to Coles Bay. The 
gathering was to protest the State government’s refusal to consider regulating 
visitor numbers in the already overcrowded Freycinet National Park and to 
draw attention to the number of threatened plant species on the Visitor 
Gateway site. 

 In April 2022 the TNPA made a submission to the review of the Aboriginal 
Heritage Act 1975 which focussed on the need for clearly defined relationship 
with other Tasmanian planning processes. 

 The TNPA has continued to draw attention to the need for improvements to 
the voluntary bushwalker registration system and raise concerns over the 
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proposed commercial walk on the South Coast Track the ‘Next Iconic Walk’ in 
the Tyndall Range. 

In memory 

 It is with great sadness that the TNPA notes two deaths during the year, our 

patron Peter Cundall and Melva Truchanas, one of our staunchest supporters. 

Anniversary 

 On 2 October 2021 the TNPA marked its 20th birthday with a celebratory 
lunch at the Fern Tree Community Centre, attended by members and friends 
from past and present, including some who were there at the ‘birth’ of the 
organisation. 

 
Nicholas Sawyer 
President, TNPA  


