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Organ Pipes Track before resurfacing - 31 December, 2017
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Same bit of track after resurfacing - 11 March 2018
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A bit later on - June 2018
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Crowded Mt Wellington pinnacle
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and were costed at $7.3 million. They were conceived
with an acknowledged economic focus – to bring more
tourists and dollars to the city of Hobart, but without
adequate consideration of the consequences for
mountain values and visitor management. One of these
projects was the resurfacing of Organ Pipes and Pinnacle
Tracks, promoted by the HCC as the Great Short Walk
rejuvenation (cost $2.3 million). It went ahead without
any evidence to indicate that attracting more visitors
to these tracks is a good idea and despite a severe
shortage of parking for walkers. The wild character of
the Organ Pipes Track has been sanitised. There was no
opportunity for public comment.

Expanding the shuttle bus service is an obvious solution
which could be introduced immediately and cheaply
while the Visitation / Recreation Strategy is prepared.
The cable car is not necessarily the best, or only, longterm solution, if it would in fact solve the problem at all.

Behind all our concerns is the HCC’s embrace of the State
Government’s Tasmanian Visitor Economy Strategy T21,
which aims to deliver 1.5 million visitors to Tasmania
by 2020. kunanyi is seen as a site which can help serve
up the target numbers. Yet the HCC is well aware that
the eastern face, Tasmania’s third most popular tourist
attraction, is struggling to cope with visitors at peak
holiday periods – traffic congestion on the mountain
road is getting worse and car parking increasingly
inadequate. This needs to be addressed immediately.

kunanyi cannot be called ‘pristine’, nor is it ‘wilderness’,
but much of it is definitely ‘wild’. This wildness, so
close to a capital city, is something to cherish, not to
destroy. The 25th anniversary of the establishment of

Above all the HCC needs to abandon the T21 imperative
to attract more visitors and instead focus on how to
provide the best experience for a sustainable number
of visitors. A moratorium needs to be placed on eastern
face infrastructure projects until the strategy is available.
If the Trust cannot be supported to write a gold standard
strategy then a review of the Trust planning model for
the park is warranted.

the Trust and the creation of Wellington Park passed
by unheralded and uncelebrated in September this
year. Let’s hope that the next anniversary is cause for
celebration.

